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NEWS & UPDATES

The 24th Syrian American Medical Society 
(SAMS) International Conference 
concluded in Aleppo after three inspiring 

days of scientific exchange, collaboration, 
and partnership, bringing together leading 
physicians, experts, researchers, and healthcare 
professionals from Syria and around the world 
under the theme, “Transforming Healthcare and 
Restoring Hope: Collaborative Pathways Toward 
Sustainable, High-Quality Healthcare in Syria.”

The conference 
marked one of the 
largest medical 
and scientific 
gatherings held 
in Syria in recent 
years, welcoming 
more than 2,500 
participants and over 
300 international 
physicians, experts, and academics, including 
250 physicians from the United States and 
59 experts and researchers from across the 
globe. The event highlighted the strength of 
international medical solidarity and a shared 
commitment to rebuilding and advancing Syria’s 
healthcare system.

Over three days, the conference featured:

•	 5 plenary sessions
•	 16 parallel scientific sessions
•	 3 keynote lectures
•	 More than 150 specialized scientific 

presentations

SAMS 24th International Conference: 
Advancing Healthcare Through 
Collaboration and Innovation

Watch the video

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1696135841591458
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•	 More than 25 hands-on workshops and 
training sessions

•	 A two-day Dental Scientific Conference
•	 A dedicated Pediatric Scientific Day
•	 More than 90 scientific research posters 

showcasing the latest medical studies and 
research across a wide range of specialties

The conference also coincided with SAMS’ 
largest medical mission to Syria, involving more 
than 200 volunteers across Syrian governorates 
who provided free medical services, performed 
specialized surgeries, delivered advanced training 
programs, conducted workshops, and organized 
scientific educational activities for local 
healthcare professionals.

SAMS extends its sincere appreciation to the 
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 

Research, represented by the University 
of Aleppo, the Ministry of Health, the 
Ministry of Information, the Directorate of 
Information, Aleppo Governorate, as well as 
all partners, sponsors, speakers, volunteers, 
organizing committees, and participants whose 
dedication made this exceptional scientific and 
humanitarian event possible.

As the conference concludes, SAMS reaffirms its 
commitment to transforming its outcomes into 
sustainable partnerships, collaborative initiatives, 
and long-term programs that strengthen Syria’s 
healthcare system and ensure the conference’s 
message lives on:

Restoring Hope Through Science, Collaboration, 
and Partnership.
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MEDICAL MISSIONS

More than 155 volunteer physicians 
returned to Syria this month, 
delivering specialized care across 

eleven governorates while helping rebuild the 
country’s healthcare system. The mission took 
place in two phases, from June 20–25 and June 
30–July 2, providing medical, surgical, dental, and 
educational services to communities in need.

Volunteer teams delivered multispecialty 
care across areas including ophthalmology, 
surgery, interventional cardiology, pediatrics, 
internal medicine, mental health, oncology, 
endocrinology, infectious diseases, nephrology, 
gastroenterology, dermatology, radiology, and 
more.

Teams were deployed across Syria, reaching 
communities in Deir Ezzor, Al-Hasaka, Raqqa, 
Hama, Homs, Damascus, Daraa, Aleppo, Idlib, 
Tartous, and Latakia.

Beyond their medical 
expertise, these 
volunteers were 
united by a shared 
commitment to 
rebuilding Syria’s 
healthcare system and restoring access to 
essential care. As Dr. Aref Rifai, President of 
Syrian American Medical Society, shared:

“SAMS is more than a medical mission. It is 
the journey and commitment of a dedicated 
group of volunteers returning home with a 
healing-driven spirit, hope in their hearts, and a 
commitment to help rebuild the future of Syria.”
Your support helps fund surgeries, medications, 
medical supplies, and training opportunities 
that strengthen local healthcare systems and 
expand access to specialized care for thousands 
of patients in need. 

Return & Rebuild Medical Mission 2026

Watch the video

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1406444124656275
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We are proud to share that SAMS has once 
again been recognized as a low-risk 
organization following the successful 

completion of our 2025 audited financial statements 
by independent auditors at Rubino. 

This marks the sixth consecutive year that SAMS 
has received a clean audit opinion under Uniform 
Guidance Audit requirements - affirming not only 
our compliance, but our steadfast commitment to 
transparency, accountability, and excellence.

In short, the audit reinforces the core strengths that 
define our organization:

•	 Strong financial footing grounded in sound 
management

•	 Rapidly diversified revenue that enhances 
sustainability

•	 Efficient use of resources guided by disciplined 
leadership

•	 Reliable internal controls ensuring compliance 
and accountability

•	 Unmatched adaptability in delivering care across 
conflict zones

This recognition is more than just an accounting 
milestone, it’s a reflection of the trust you’ve placed 
in us.

Together, we’ve built a system where every dollar is 
accounted for, every mission is responsibly managed, 
and every life we touch is treated with dignity and 
care.

From the frontlines in Syria to clinics across the 
region, your support makes this possible.

Thank you for being part of the SAMS family and 
for standing alongside us as we continue building 
a legacy of compassion, impact, and responsible 
stewardship. 

SAMS Recognized for Excellence in Financial Stewardship

NEWS & UPDATES



6 | SAMS Monthly Newsletter | July 2026

Adelegation from the Syrian American 
Medical Society (SAMS) met with Syria’s 
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor, Dr. 

Hind Kabawat, to discuss opportunities to expand 
and strengthen the long-term sustainability of the 
SAMS Autism Academy, with the shared goal of 
advancing a more comprehensive and coordinated 
system of care for children with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) and other developmental disorders.

The discussions highlighted key priorities for 
improving autism services in Syria, including 
the expansion of early screening and diagnostic 
capacity to support earlier identification and 
intervention. Both sides also emphasized 
the importance of strengthening workforce 
development through internationally recognized 
training pathways and professional standards, 
helping to build a more skilled and sustainable 
network of specialists in the field.

In addition, the meeting explored ways to further 
empower families by equipping them with the 
knowledge, tools, and skills needed to actively 
participate in their children’s treatment and long-
term rehabilitation. The delegation and the Ministry 
also discussed expanding the Academy’s range of 
services to include behavioral therapy, speech and 
language therapy, occupational therapy, hearing 
assessments, and electroencephalogram (EEG) 
services, in close collaboration with the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Labor.

The meeting brought together Minister Dr. Hind 
Kabawat, SAMS Board Chair Dr. Louay Alkotob, 
Country Director Baraa Alsmoudi, and members 
of the SAMS Autism Academy leadership team, 
underscoring a shared commitment to building 
sustainable, high-quality, and accessible autism 
services that improve developmental outcomes 
for children and strengthen support for families 
across Syria.

SAMS and Ministry of Social Affairs Partner to Advance 
Autism Care in Syria 
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As part of the 24th SAMS International 
Conference, SAMS launched the Second 
Young Professionals Conference in Aleppo 

under the theme “Building the Physician of the 
Future.” The conference brought together physicians, 
healthcare professionals, students, and experts for 
a day focused on inspiring and preparing the next 
generation of medical leaders.

The event provided a platform for young healthcare 
professionals to engage in meaningful discussions, 
exchange knowledge, and explore pathways for 
professional and academic growth. Through 
interactive sessions and panel discussions, 
participants explored topics including humanitarian 
medical experiences, the Syrian healthcare system, 
scientific research, academic publishing, and 
medical education opportunities.

Beyond education and networking, the conference 
highlighted the importance of volunteerism, 
service, and collaboration in shaping the future of 
healthcare. By connecting emerging professionals 
with experienced physicians and experts, SAMS 
continues to foster a community dedicated to 
advancing medical knowledge and strengthening 
healthcare systems.

The Second SAMS Young Professionals Conference 
reflects SAMS’ ongoing commitment to investing in 
future healthcare leaders and creating opportunities 
for young professionals to contribute to the 
advancement of medicine in Syria and beyond.

Young Professional conference: Empowering the Next 
Generation of Healthcare Leaders in Syria
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For communities in Northeast Syria, many 
of which have faced years of instability and 
limited access to healthcare, receiving timely 

and quality medical care remains a significant 
challenge. Strengthening local health facilities is 
critical to ensuring that families do not have to 
travel long distances to access essential services.

With support from the Aid Fund for Syria 
(AFS), SAMS has rehabilitated and equipped 
the Maadan Health Center in Rural Raqqa and 
the Al-Shaddadi Health Center in Rural Al-
Hasakah. These efforts have helped transform the 
facilities into more capable and reliable sources 
of care by providing essential medical equipment, 
medications, supplies, and training opportunities 
for healthcare workers.

Through these improvements, local medical teams 
are better equipped to respond to the healthcare 
needs of their communities and provide more 
consistent, comprehensive services. The project 
also supports SAMS’ broader commitment 
to strengthening Syria’s healthcare system by 
investing in local infrastructure and empowering 
healthcare workers.

Building on this foundation, SAMS continues to 
expand access to critical health services, with a 
focus on maternal and child health, preventive 
care, and mental health and psychosocial support. 
By bringing comprehensive healthcare closer to 
vulnerable families, SAMS is helping communities 
build greater resilience and ensuring that more 
people can access the care they need when they 
need it most.

Strengthening Healthcare Access for Underserved 
Communities in Northeast Syria
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PROGRAM UPDATES

SAMS recently welcomed a delegation from 
Johanniter International Assistance for a 
field visit to Lebanon to see firsthand the 

impact of SAMS’ Mobile Medical Clinics Project 
in Jbeil. As part of SAMS’ emergency health 
response, the project is helping bridge gaps in 
healthcare access by bringing essential medical 
services directly to vulnerable communities 
affected by the ongoing humanitarian crisis.

During the visit, the delegation met with SAMS’ 
dedicated medical teams and learned more 
about the realities faced by the communities 
they serve. The visit provided an opportunity 
to see how mobile clinics deliver critical health 
services, respond to urgent needs, and provide 

continuous support to individuals and families 
who may face barriers to accessing care.

Through collaboration with partners like 
Johanniter International Assistance, SAMS 
continues to strengthen emergency healthcare 
efforts and expand access to medical services 
for communities in need. Together, we remain 
committed to delivering compassionate, quality 
care and supporting the health and well-being of 
vulnerable populations across Lebanon.

Bringing Care Closer: Johanniter Visits SAMS Mobile 
Medical Clinics in Lebanon Through Collaboration and 
Innovation
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For families living in Zaatari Refugee Camp, 
support goes beyond addressing immediate 
needs, it means creating opportunities 

for individuals and families to build resilience, 
strengthen relationships, and navigate life’s 
challenges with greater confidence.

Through SAMS’ Mental Health and Psychosocial 
Support (MHPSS) program, two specialized 
initiatives are helping adolescents and their 
caregivers develop the skills and support they need 
to thrive. The first program, Helping Hand, provides 
adolescents with tools to strengthen resilience, 
manage challenges, and build confidence as they 
look toward the future.

A second program focuses on parents and 
caregivers, offering guidance and practical skills to 
better understand adolescents’ experiences, improve 
communication, and create a more supportive home 
environment. By strengthening family connections, 
the program helps foster emotional well-being and 
stability within the community.

Through these efforts, SAMS is supporting the 
mental health and resilience of adolescents and 
their families, helping build stronger, healthier 
communities where individuals have the support 
they need to move forward.

Building Resilience and Hope for Families in Zaatari 
Refugee Camp
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As part of our ongoing commitment 
to expanding access to mental health 
and psychosocial support (MHPSS) 

services in Gaza, SAMS participated in the 
“Stronger Together” MHPSS event, organized 
by International Medical Corps in collaboration 
with the World Health Organization’s MHPSS 
Technical Working Group.

The event brought together approximately 40 
local and international organizations working 
to address the growing mental health needs of 
communities across Gaza. Amid the continued 
challenges faced by individuals and families 
affected by conflict, displacement, and loss, the 
gathering provided an important platform for 
humanitarian partners to exchange experiences, 
share best practices, showcase their programs, 
strengthen coordination, and improve referral 
pathways to ensure that those in need can access 
timely and appropriate care.

During the event, SAMS highlighted our 
integrated approach to healthcare, which 
combines primary healthcare services, mental 
health and psychosocial support, protection-
related services, health education, and referrals 
to provide comprehensive care for communities 
affected by crisis. By addressing both physical 
and psychological needs, SAMS works to ensure 
that individuals and families receive the support 
they need to navigate the lasting impacts of 
trauma and adversity.

Through our participation and collaboration 
with humanitarian partners, we continue to 
strengthen collective efforts to expand access 
to essential mental health services in Gaza. As 
the need for psychosocial support continues to 
grow, SAMS remains committed to delivering 
compassionate, comprehensive care and 
supporting communities on their path toward 
recovery and resilience.

Strengthening Mental Health Support in Gaza 
Through Collaboration
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE

One month after severe flooding caused by 
rising water levels in the Euphrates River, 
SAMS continues to support communities in 

Northeast Syria as families recover from the impact 
of the disaster. The flooding displaced families, 
disrupted access to essential services, and created 
urgent health needs across affected communities.

In response, SAMS deployed a mobile clinic to 
provide critical medical care to flood-affected 
families, bringing healthcare services closer to 
those facing barriers to access. SAMS medical 
teams provided free consultations, medications, 
and follow-up care, treating children for conditions 
including respiratory infections, anemia, 
dehydration, and skin conditions. Pregnant women 
received essential prenatal care and maternal health 
support, while adults were treated for acute and 
chronic health conditions, including influenza, fever, 
and other illnesses.

SAMS also coordinated with Noor Al-Hayat and 
Man Ahyaaha to deliver an emergency convoy 
carrying essential medicines and medical supplies 
to strengthen healthcare services in affected areas. 
The shipment traveled from northern Syria to 
Deir Ezzor, where supplies were provided to the 
Provincial Health Directorate to support local 
response efforts and help meet the ongoing medical 
needs of communities.

As families continue to navigate the effects of the 
flooding, SAMS remains committed to providing 
lifesaving healthcare, strengthening local health 
systems, and ensuring vulnerable communities 
receive the support they need during recovery. 
Through continued emergency response efforts, 
SAMS is helping families rebuild and regain access 
to essential care.

Emergency Response: Supporting Communities One 
Month After Flooding in Northeast Syria  

Donate now:
sams-usa.net/donate

https://sams-usa.net/donate/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=BRS00&gclid=CjwKCAjwhLPOBhBiEiwA8_wJHPV7onah3xYEPcZ12Vp8S2E8TfcXXmPSE5KvE88dTXtCrLEpzcN9rhoCttYQAvD_BwE&gbraid=0AAAAADp6AvDybFQHmsZ7IfH990G2Aii33
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SAMS INSTITUTE

As part of the 24th SAMS International 
Conference in Aleppo, SAMS launched 
the first hands-on workshops at the SAMS 

Simulation Lab, offering healthcare professionals 
an immersive training experience focused on 
strengthening clinical skills through simulation-
based medical education.

The opening workshops provided participants 
with the opportunity to practice essential medical 
techniques in a realistic learning environment, 
guided by experienced instructors. Sessions focused 
on critical areas of emergency and patient care, 
including Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support 
(ACLS), airway management, intubation, central 
line placement, and vascular access.

Through a combination of practical demonstrations, 
hands-on exercises, and peer learning, participants 
enhanced their ability to manage complex clinical 
scenarios and respond effectively in high-pressure 
medical situations. These trainings help bridge the 
gap between theoretical knowledge and real-world 
practice, ensuring healthcare professionals are better 
prepared to deliver safe and effective patient care.

The workshops reflect SAMS’ ongoing commitment 
to advancing medical education, strengthening 
healthcare capacity, and investing in the next 
generation of healthcare professionals. By expanding 
access to high-quality training and creating 
opportunities for continuous learning, SAMS 
continues to support the growth of skilled medical 
teams and the future of healthcare in Syria.

SAMS Institute: Advancing Medical Education Through 
Scientific Conferences in Aleppo and Latakia
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Aheartfelt congratulations to all the 
Syrian physicians who successfully 
matched into U.S. residency 

programs in 2026.

Your journey reflects extraordinary 
determination, sacrifice, and an 
unwavering commitment to the field of 
medicine and to serving others. Behind 
this achievement are years of intense 
preparation, countless hours of studying, 
and perseverance through challenges that 
tested your resolve.

This milestone is more than a match 
result, it is the culmination of resilience, 
dedication, and a long-held dream 
becoming reality.

As you begin this new chapter, you carry 
with you the pride of your families, the 
hopes of your communities, and the 
enduring spirit of Syria in all that you do.

From all of us at SAMS, we are deeply 
proud of your accomplishments and 
inspired by your journey. We look forward 
to the impact you will make as you 
continue your training and grow into the 
physicians your communities and patients 
need.

Congratulations on this remarkable 
achievement, and best wishes for a 
residency journey filled with learning, 
compassion, and excellence.

From Syria to Scrubs in the U.S. : A New Generation of 
Physicians is Rising
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From Syria to Scrubs in the U.S. : A New Generation of 
Congratulations! 							           MATCH 2026
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The Syrian American 
Medical Society (SAMS) 
extends its deepest gratitude 

to the generous sponsors whose 
invaluable support helped make 
the 24th International Conference 
a success. Their partnership 
reflects a shared commitment to 
advancing healthcare, fostering 
innovation, and strengthening 
efforts to serve communities in 
need worldwide.

This year’s conference brought 
together healthcare professionals, 
humanitarian leaders, and 
partners from around the globe 
to exchange knowledge, build 
connections, and explore solutions 
to today’s healthcare challenges. 
The support of our sponsors 
was instrumental in creating a 
platform for collaboration and 
meaningful impact.

We are proud to recognize our 
Diamond Sponsor, Merrill, 
led by Mr. Hani Atassi, for 
their outstanding support 
and dedication to excellence 
and community impact. Their 
partnership reflects a shared vision to strengthen healthcare systems and improve lives globally.

We also extend our appreciation to our Platinum Sponsor, Basmet Amal Humanitarian Relief, a nonprofit 
organization founded in 2011 that supports vulnerable communities through healthcare, education, orphan care, 
livelihoods, emergency response, and reconstruction. Guided by their motto, “We Plant Smiles and Build Hope,” 
their mission closely aligns with SAMS’ commitment to serving communities in need.

Our Gold Sponsors—BioSeen Trading LLC, VMC Group, Salam Telecom & Technology, and Apricot, also played 
an important role in supporting the success of the conference through their contributions to biotechnology, 
healthcare infrastructure, digital connectivity, and healthcare innovation.

SAMS sincerely thanks all our sponsors for their generosity, trust, and commitment to improving lives through 
healthcare and humanitarian service. Their support continues to strengthen our mission and expand our impact 
around the world.

Partners of Success: Celebrating the Sponsors Behind SAMS’ 
24th International Conference
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MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE.
Reflecting on this month’s stories, from healing in 
Syria to hope in Gaza, it’s clear that our united efforts 
are making a greater difference than ever.

But the work is far from over.

Whether you’re a healthcare professional, advocate, 
or supporter, you have a role to play in advancing our 
mission of delivering dignified, high-quality care to 
communities in crisis.

Here’s how 
you can stay 
engaged:

Donate to support emergency 
relief and medical care: 
sams-usa.net/donate

Volunteer your time and 
expertise: 
sams-usa.net/volunteer

Advocate by amplifying our 
message and engaging with 
policymakers

WAYS TO
GIVE

Website:
www.sams-usa.net/donate

Please mail your check to:
SAMS Foundation
P.O. Box 34115 Washington, DC 20043

To donate real estate, stocks, cryptocurrency, 
vehicles, or to include us in your estate plan, 
please email info@sams-usa.net or call 
202.930.7802.

TAX ID: 16-1717058 | CFC 25147



SAMS-USA.NET

Address:
1012 14th ST. NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20005

Contact:
info@sams-usa.net
(866) 809-9039

Follow us for real-time updates and stories from the field:

Thank you for being part of the SAMS family. 
Together, we are healing, rebuilding, and 
inspiring hope.


